MILADY'S DRESS                     i6r
tying and dyeing, reached its stride in the Momo-
yama era at which time kimono began to be treated
as a single canvas on which the dye artists could
work/' he said.1
The first vivid patterns seem to have been
executed in the Kamakura era and were worn
by people of the samurai ckss. Embroidery assist-
ed the weaving. But even centuries before this,
patterns had already taken on social significance*
During the reign of the Emperor Tenchi (662-667),
the nobles were divided into five ranks and their
colours, clothing styles and designs were fixed,
Thereafter, pattern after pattern was created and
most of them had social implications.2 The
peasants kept to the plaid, stripe, cross and other
simple motifs such as the Chinese character for
rice, the pine, coins with holes in thek centre, the
dragon fly and the like. Such designs are all the
rage this year. People of the samurai and noble
class preferred such motifs as the wedding flower-
ball of incense, the thread wheel, drum, snow
crystal, paper fans, the lines of cracking ice, the
scales of snakes, the ripple of water, mist over the
1 Samples of batik, sbibori and board stencilling ate to be
found in Ae Shosoin treasure house in Naia indicating that
dyeing had reached a high point as early as the 9th century.
2 Even the prosititutes had their own designs.